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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the Office Action mailed Novennber 24, 2003, applicant 
submitted an Amendment filed on May 21, 2004, in which the applicant amends 
claims 1 -2 and 4-9 and add claims 10-11. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Regarding amended claim 1 , applicant argues that the header information 
storage means of Kato's (which is the header itself) is different from the data 
table of the present claimed invention, which stored header information to be 
selectively added to the voice data. The Authoritative Dictionary of IEEE 
Standards terms states several definition of a table and definition 1(B) states that 
it is a collection of data in which each item is uniquely identified by a label, by its 
position relative to the other items, or by some other means, which is disclosed in 
Kato (figures). 

Applicant also argues regarding the changing means, taught in Kato 
(column 6, lines 60-67), that the CPU of Kato is included in a system and as a 
result I not an external apparatus of the disc apparatus. Applicant argues that 
the dependent claims 2-4 are patentable over the references cited. 

Regarding amended claim 5, applicant argues that the CPU of Kato does 
not correspond to an information processing apparatus connectable to a plurality 
of data recording and reproducing apparatuses for digitizing and recording input 
signals in a recording medium. The CPU of Kato is part of a data recording and 
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reproducing apparatus for digitizing input signals and recording then in a 
recording medium, and is different from an information processing apparatus to 
which the data recording and reproducing apparatus can be connected. That is 
that the references cited does not disclose, teach or suggest, inter alia, the 
identification acquisition means for acquiring an information code of the data 
recording and reproducing apparatuses connected to the information processing 
apparatus. Applicant argues that the dependent claims 5-6 are patentable over 
the references cited 

Applicant argues that claims 8 and 9 are recording mediums 
corresponding to claims 5 and 6 and are patentable over cited references for 
reasons, inter alia , set forth above in connection with claims 5 and 6. 

However, Applicant's arguments filed on May 21 , 2004 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive as to the Kato and Kurano et al. 
references as applied to the rejections of claims 1-4 and 7 under (102 and/or 
103). 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection under the Terui et al., 
Higuchi et al. and Kato reference{s). See the rejection below. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kato (U.S. Patent No. 5,974,005). 

Regarding claim 1, Kato discloses a voice recording and reproducing 
apparatus (figure 1; column 1, lines 24-35), comprising: 

conversion means (analog-to-digital converter; figure 2, element 29) for 
converting inputted voice signals into digitized voice data (column 5, lines 8-9); 

a data table (figure 3) for storing information to be added to the voice data 
as header information; (head portion; column 5, lines 29-38) 

recording means (recording means; figure 1, lower element 14) for adding 
header information stored in the data table (figure 3) to said voice data 
converted by said conversion means and for recording said voice data in voice 
data recording means (column 3, lines 44-56); and 

changing means (editing operations; column 6, lines 60-67) for 
communicating with an external apparatus (CPU; column 4, line 52) connected 
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to the voice recording and reproducing apparatus and for changing header 

information stored in the data table (figure 3) based upon infornnation sent fronn 

the external apparatus (colunnn 6, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 2, Kato discloses the apparatus wherein 

the data table is a rewritable nonvolatile storage medium (RAM; column 4, 

lines 34-35 and 51-53); and 

said changing means rewrites header information stored in the data table 

as header information sent from said external apparatus (column 5, lines 26-38 

with figure 2, element 23). 

Regarding claims 4 and 7, Kato discloses the apparatus wherein 
said changing means can change data displayed on a display portion of 

the voice recording and reproducing apparatus (display unit; figure 2, element 

24). 



5. An altemate rejection for claims 1 and 3-4 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated byTerui etal. (U.S. Patent No. 5,903,871), 
hereinafter referenced as Terui. 

Regarding claim 1, Terui discloses a voice recording and reproducing 
apparatus (figure 1; column 1, lines 7-11), comprising: 

conversion means (A/D converter; figure 1, element 4 with figure 6, 
element 34) for converting inputted voice signals into digitized voice data 
(column 1, lines 7-11 and column 9, lines 5-6); 
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a data table (figure 3 and figure 14) for storing information to be added to 
the voice data as header information; (column 5, lines 56-63 with column 
10,lines 45-50) 

recording means (recording medium; figure 1, element 10) for adding 
header information stored in the data table (figures 3 and 14) to said voice data 
converted by said conversion means (A/D converter; column 3, lines 26-31) and 
for recording said voice data in voice data recording means (column 5, lines 8- 
13); and 

changing means (controlling operation; column 3, lines 44-47) for 
communicating with an external apparatus (CPU; figure 1, element 8) connected 
to the voice recording and reproducing apparatus (figure 1 , element 10) and for 
changing header information stored in the data table (figure 3 with figure 14) 
based upon information sent from the external apparatus (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 3, Terui discloses a voice recording and reproducing 
apparatus wherein 

said recording means includes a voice file creation means for creating a 
voice file from said voice data and said header information (abstract with column 
9, line 14 and column 10, lines 45-50). 

Regarding claim 4, Terui discloses the apparatus wherein 
said changing means can change data displayed on a display portion of 
the voice recording and reproducing apparatus (column 6, lines 11-14 and 
column 8, lines 15-19). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claims 5-11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Terui et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,903,871), hereinafter referenced as Terui in view 
of Higuchi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,516,135), hereinafter referenced as Higuchi. 

Regarding claims 5 and 8, Terui discloses an information processing 
apparatus and recording medium comprising: 

connection number allocation means for allocating a connection number 
(predetermined number assigned before starting) to each of the data recording 
and reproducing apparatuses which are connected to the information processing 
apparatus (column 1, lines 27-32 with column 7, lines 58-63); 

identification code acquisition means (figure 13) for acquiring an 
identification code of the data recording and reproducing apparatuses 
connected to the information processing apparatus (column 5, lines 43-55 with 
figures 4 and 5); 

storage means (RAM; figure 1, element 8a with column 6, lines 44-46) for 
storing each connection number allocated by the connection number means 
(column 1, lines 27-32 with column 7, lines 58-63) and the identification code 
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acquired by the identification code acquisition means (column 5, line 54 - 
column 6, line 17); 

display means (LCD; figure 7, element 39a) for displaying at least one of 
the connection number and the identification code stored in the storage means 
(column 8, lines 15-19 and column 9, lines 35-37); 

first selection means (selecting; column 9, lines 14-15) for selecting at 
least one of the connection number and the identification code displayed by the 
display means (column 11, lines 35-40); 

second selection means for selecting a desired data (unique information) 
recording and reproducing apparatus based in the selection by the first selection 
means (column 3, lines 54-64); and 

control means (main control circuit; figure 1 , element 8) for carrying out 
controls so that at least one of a control program and control data of said data 
recording and reproducing apparatus selected by the second selection means 
may be changed (column 3, lines 44-52), but lacks disclosing a plurality of data 
recording and reproducing apparatuses that are connected. 

Higuchi's discloses a plurality of data recording and reproducing 
apparatuses for digitizing and recording inputted signals in a recording medium 
that are connectable (column 6, lines 41-43), to access a plurality of other 
devices. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Terui's invention such that it 
discloses a plurality of data recording and reproducing apparatuses that are 
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connected, to increase the speed of the system (colunnn 6, lines 56-63) and 
satisfy compatibility of processed data of different formats (column 1 , lines 46- 
50), which prevents deterioration. 

Regarding claims 6 and 9, Terui discloses the apparatus and recording 
medium wherein when 

recording inputted signals (column 1, lines 13-19) as digitized data 
(column 3, lines 13-14), said selected data recording and reproducing apparatus 
adds predetermined header information (predetermined index information) to 
said data in accordance with a data table stored in the data recording and 
reproducing apparatuses (column 3, lines 44-52 with column 10, lines 17-19); 
and 

said control means carries out controls so that the data table (figure 3) 
may be changed (figure 12, element s49). 

Regarding claim 7, it is interpreted and rejected for the same reasons as 
set forth in claim 4. 

Regarding claims 10 and 11, Terui discloses the apparatus and recording 
medium wherein when changing the control data, the control means (control 
means) causes the identification code acquisition means to acquire the 
identification code of the desired data (unique information) recording and 
reproducing apparatus selected by the second selection means (column 3, line 
44 - column 4, line 4), and the control means determines whether the acquired 
identification code of the desired data (index information) recording and 
reproducing apparatus is identical (identical) to the stored identification code of 
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the desired data recording and reproducing apparatus (file incorporated in the 
nnemory; column 16, lines 46-58). 



8. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Terui in view of Kato (U.S. Patent No. 5,974,005). 

Regarding claim 2, Terui in view of Higuchi discloses the apparatus 
wherein 

the data table is a rewritable nonvolatile storage medium (column 4, lines 
9-1 1 and 28-30), but lacks wherein said changing means rewrites header 
information stored in the data table as header information sent from said 
external apparatus. 

Kato discloses the apparatus wherein 

said changing means rewrites header information stored in the data table 
as header information sent from said external apparatus (column 5, lines 26-38 
with figure 2, element 23), for indicating storage positions of digital data in the 
disc. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Terui's invention such said changing 
means rewrites header information stored in the data table as header 
information sent from said external apparatus, so that the data stored can be 
edited for any changes (column 2, lines 47-52). 
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9. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kato (U.S. Patent No. 5,974,005) in view of Kurano et al, hereinafter referenced 
as Kurano. 

Regarding claim 3, Kato discloses a voice recording and reproducing 
apparatus but lacks having voice creation nneans. 

Kurano discloses voice file creation means (figure 15 and 35) for creating 
a voice file (video file) from said voice data (audio data) and said header 
information (column 8, lines 47-50, column 14, line 17 - column 15, line 21 and 
column 25, lines 31-36), in order to store and retrieve voice data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Kato's invention such that it comprises 
voice file creation means, in order to store and retrieve voice data that has been 
recorded in order to selectively record voice in correspondence with the 
recording of the prescribed data. 



-OR and alternate rejection- 
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10. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kato (U.S. Patent No. 5,974,005) in view of Terui et al, (U.S. Patent No. 
5,903,871 ), hereinafter references as Terui. 



Regarding claim 3, Kato discloses a voice recording and reproducing 
apparatus but lacks having voice creation means. 

Terui discloses a voice recording and reproducing apparatus wherein 

said recording nneans includes a voice file creation nneans for creating a 
voice file fronn said voice data and said header information (abstract with column 
9, line 14 and column 10, lines 45-50), to prevent confusion. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Kato's invention such that it discloses 
having a voice creation means, to discriminate from other computer files, which 
prevents confusion (column 1, lines 43-45). 
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Conclusion 



1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Okuyama et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,118,871) discloses a device having a 
digital network system using such a device and a copy protection method. 

• Iwamoto et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,61 1 ,652) discloses a video data 
recording/reproducing system and device. 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jakieda R Jackson whose telephone number 
is 703.305.5593. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Doris To can be reached on 703. 305.4827. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 




JRJ 

July 26, 2004 
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